(With 2 Figures) (Acc. 12-XII-1983) The woodpigeon (Columba ?balumbus) is an economically important and widespread pest in the United Kingdom feeding extensively on arable crops such as brassicae, clover, wheat, barley, peas, beans and turnips (e.g. MURTON, 1965; MURTON &JONES, 1973; MAFF, 1976) . Shooting is the usual control method and in the late '60s MURTON and his co-workers (MURTON et al., 1974) However the lower probability that a bird will 1) We would like to thank John LAZARUS, Dave COWAN and Andy HART for helpful comments on earlier drafts of this paper, Dawn BENNETT for drawing the figure and Ron PAGE for taking the photograph.
settle with open-winged as opposed to closed-winged bodies does not necessarily mean that the former are repellent; they might simply be less attractive than the latter. Additional data were provided by the field trial of HUNTER (1974) . He placed open-winged decoys over a two acre cabbage field and found that it had suffered less damage after four weeks than had two adjacent control fields, although after a further week damage was similar on all three fields. This result suggests that openwinged bodies might indeed be repellent to some degree, and therefore the white wing marks may function as 'alarm' sign stimuli, the woodpigeon having no alarm call.
There are, however, other possible explanations of the aversive nature of bodies in the open-winged posture (INGLIS, 1980) . The unusual body posture may have resulted in the birds not classifying the decoys as bodies but rather as novel objects. This would appear improbable given the ability of feral pigeons, at least, to form complex visual concepts (e.g. HERRNSTEIN, 1979) . The discrepancy between the abnormal body posture of the open-winged decoys and the expected range of postures normally exhibited by woodpigeons on the ground, might in itself be sufficient to cause alarm. Also as a result of the unnatural posture, it is possible that the open-winged decoys might be recognised as corpses more easily than the closed-winged decoys. The tendency for some predators to engage in surplus killing (KRUUK, 1972; NuNN et al., 1976) suggests that the sight of a fresh corpse might be expected to elicit flight as it could be dangerous to remain in its vicinity; a decomposed body on the other hand should elicit less fear. Bodies of gulls in an outstretched wings posture have been used with varying degrees of success to deter gulls from airfields (e.g. HARDENBERG, 1965; DE JONG & BLOCKPOEL, 1966; SAUL, 1967) . One' common finding has been that if the corpses are allowed to deteriorate than any repellency is lost: a result predicted by the 'surplus killing' hypothesis. However, habituation and deterioration obviously proceed together and to separate these effects it would be necessary to present fresh and partly decomposed bodies at the same time or as independent stimuli. The present work investigated the response of woodpigeons to decoys in various postures in an effort to decide between the above explanations with the long term goal of developing an efficient scarer for use against this species.
Methods
In this series of experiments woodpigeons coming to a preferred feeding site were given the opportunity to choose between two areas within which to settle. Either one of the areas
